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ROM. A. 13. 


— 1 magnify mine office, or, miniſtry.” 
[AT the ſacred office or * miniſtry ? is 
the ſame now, that it ever was, may be 
argued from the ſameneſs, and perpetuity of the 
end to be anſwered by it. And the perpetual 
| fameneſs of the end, implys, that the preſent 
E officers? or ©* miniſters? are the ſame with the 
firſt, in all things neceſſary to promote that end, 
tho? they be not apoſtles, prophets, workers 
of miracles,” &c. But a <ſight” of Chriſt, and 
ibley Won from his lips, which form- 
fan apoſtle'; inſpiration', 
8 future events, which gave 
dee prophets; and a belief, that 
God would immediately bring to*paſs* what a 
perſon commanded, which conſtituted the 
$ workers of miracles?, were but circumſtantial 
things; and neither eſſential to the miniſtry, 
nar peculiar to miniſters. Separate thoſe cir- 


cumſtances from the firſt officers, and they be- | | 1 


come like their ſucceſſors; juſt as Samſon be- 
tame as another man“ when his miraculous 
hair was cut off, Tho', therefore, the above. 


titles, dl ſome other, be naw extinct, yet it 
gory 
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R O M. xi. 13. 
— I magnify mine office, or, miniſtry. 


AT the ſacred office or * miniſtry * is 
the ſame now, that it ever was, may be 
argued from the ſameneſs, and perpetuity of the 
end to be anſwered by it. And the perpetual 
ſameneſs of the end, implys, that the preſent 
* officers* or ©* miniſters* are the ſame with the 
firſt, in all things neceſſary to promote that end, 
tho* they be not <apoſtles,” *prophets,” workers 
of miracles, &c. But a ſighi of Chriſt, and 
an audihle miſſion from his lips, which form- 
ed the di of an *apoſtle*; inſpiration', 
or *a kn future events, which gave 
riſe to the title of *prophets*; and a belief, that 
God would immediately bring to paſs' what a 
perſon commanded, which conſtituted the 
workers of miracles?, were but circumſtantial 
things ; and neither effential to the miniſtry, 
nar peculiar to miniſters. Separate thoſe cir- 
cumſtances from the firſt officers, and they be- 
come like their ſucceſſors ; juſt as Samſon be- 
came *as another man“ when his miraculous 
hair was cut off. Tho', therefore, the above 
titles, and ſome other, be now extinct, yet it 
does 


1 2 
does not follow, that any proper parts -or 
branches of the miniſtry are loſt. Neither are 3 
any of its proper branches alienated. Thoſe, 0 
Un by deacons', *crangeliits', c helps, 
governments', &c. were not abdicated by mi- 
niſters, any more than royal prerogatives are hy 
kings, when they appoint delegates, and com- 
miſſioners. It was the exigency of affairs that b 
gave riſe to thoſe inferior officers in the church; | 
and, where they are not wanted, they become 
ſuperfluous; and miniſters are all in all”. 

And it is remarkable, that miniſters ordain 
' © deacons*, evangeliſts', &c. and not they, one 
another ; which is an argument, that their offi- 
ces are ſtill compriſed in the miniſtry. And, if 
theſe obſervations be Juſt, it follows, that there 
is na impropriation in the words MINE of- 
fice“, which en miniſters, of, the preſent 
age, * call it THEIR office, in the lame full 
and proper ſenſe that Paul ſtiledi ir 1 is own' ; 
the - forementioned circumſtances” excepted, 
which no way touch the eſſence of the miniſtry. 
And if his office be ours, we, like him, * - 
15 mhify”, or ** honour”, or © glorify” it It 
each reading of the Greek verb, in our tert, i 
1 being current in the New Teſtament. How we 
© ſhall © magnify” the office, may be learned, 
i from Paul's remarks upon it---From his de- 
portment in it From his deſcriptions of per- 
ſons who may, and may not bear it And from 
the directions he gives to them who are in it. 
I. The 


—_ 


| * 
I. The remarks, he made on his miniſtry, 
are examples of his aſſertion, I magnify mine 
office“; for they amount to the higheſt praiſes, 
and commendations of it. | 


1. He obſerved, that the origin of it is di- 
vine. I received it not of man, but of God”. 
Gal. i. 11, 12. And, by this tracing of it to 
its Original riſe in heaven, he gives it magnifi- 
cence, ſuperior to all human offices. So the 
heroes, of old, magnified themſelves above the 
ſons of men, by aſſerting, that they were be- 


gotten of the gods. So the Epheſians magni- " 


fied their Diana, by giving out, That the 
image fell down from Jupiter”: The miniſtry, 
like the new Jeruſalem in the book. of Revela- 
tion, Came down out of heaven from God”. 
And Paul, by proclaiming its high deſcent, 
honours, and ennobles it. © I magnify mine 
office“. 


2. He remarked, that the miniſtry is an 
&*mbaſly*; and that miniſters are embaſſadors,? 
diſpatched from the king of kings to negociate 
the weighty affairs of his kingdom and govern- 
ment. 2 Cor. v. 10. A remark this, much to 
the honour of both ! for embaſſies, and embaſ- 


ſadors imply nobility, and majeſty. And he 


that exhibited his office in ſuch a courtly mode z 
and aggrandized the officers with ſuch a title, 
might well ſay, © I magnify mine office”. And 
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* 


% 
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wonder 
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does not follow, that any proper parts or 
branches of the miniſtry are loſt. Neither are 
any of its proper branches alienated. Thoſe, 
occupied by <deacons', *evangeliſts*, © helps, 
* governments', &c. were not abdicated by mi- 
niſters, any more than royal prerogatives are by 
kings, when they appoint delegates, and com- 
| miſſioners. It was the exigency of affairs that 
gave riſe to thoſe inferior officers in the church; 
| and, where they are not wanted, they become 
i ſuperfluous; and miniſters are © all in all“. 
And it is remarkable, that miniſters ordain 
deacons', *evangeliſts*, &c. and not they, one 

another ; which is an argument, that their offi- i 
ces are ſtill compriſed in the miniſtry. And, if | 


* PE wear * . . . * * 


t.ñheſe obſervations be juſt, it follows, that there 
is no impropriation in the words «© Mine of- 
f fice”, which prevents miniſters, of the preſent }, 
age, to call it THA office*, in he ſame full 
and proper ſenſe that Paul ſtiled it ? his own' ; 
ths forementioned circumſtances excepted, 
which no way touch the eſſence of the miniſtry. 
And if his office be ours, we, like him, ſhould © 
e m&hify”, or * honour”, or glorify” It; 
each reading of the Greek verb, in our text, 
being current in the New Teſtament. How we | 
ſhall © magnify* the office, may be learned. 
from Paul's remarks upon it---From his de- 
portment in it---From his deſcriptions of per- 
ſons who may, and may not bear it--- And from {| 


16 Me directions he gives to them who are in it. 
ö . 
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I. The remarks, he made on his miniſtry, 
are examples of his aſſertion, I magnify mine 
office“; for they amount to the higheſt praiſes, 
and commendations of it. | 


1. He obſerved, that the origin of it is di- 
vine. I received it not of man, but of God”. 
Gal. i. 11, 12. And, by this tracing of it to 
its original riſe in heaven, he gives it magnifi- 
' cence, ſuperior to all human offices. So the 
heroes, of old, magnified themſelves above the 
ſons of men, by aſſerting, that they were be- 

gotten of the gods. So the Epheſians magni- 
fied their Diana, by giving out, That the 
| image fell down from Jupiter“ . The miniſtry, 


like the new Jeruſalem in the book of Revela- 

tion, Came down out of heaven from God”. 

And Paul, by proclaiming its high deſcent, 
honours, and ennobles it. © I magnify mine 
office”, 

| 

| 


2. He remarked, that the miniſtry is an 
&*mbaſly'; and that miniſters are © embaſſadors,? 
diſpatched from the king of kings to negociate 
the weighty affairs of his kingdom and govern- 
ment. 2 Cor. v. 10. A remark this, much to 
the honour of both ! for embaſſies, and embaſ- 


ſadors imply nobility, and majeſty. And he 
: that exhibited his office in ſuch a courtly mode; 
| and aggrandized the officers with ſuch a title, 

might well ſay, © I magnify mine office”. And 
| wonder 


* 
* . 
. 
- 


wonder we, after this, that Jews, and Gentiles I. C 
were wont to ſtile their prieſts, princes '? Gen. fl; 
kli. 45. Ifai. xlur 28. 08 Ta 


j 
o , 


3. He noticed, the abſolute © neceſſity* of bs 
the office. . Thereby it pleaſeth God to fave Fa 
them that beſieve How can they believe 
« without hearing? and how can they hear 
er without a preacher” ? 1 Cor. i. 2 . Rom. x. 14. 
If falvation from hell, and obtaining heaven, ri 
be matters of the higheſt concern to a world of nt 
ſinners; and if preaching be means of refcuing 
them from the one, and bringing them to the 
other, then is the miniſtry © neceſfary*, and 
vaſtly important. And he that affixed indil- 
penſability to the office, not only © magnified it? 
kimfelf; but ſhowed cauſe, why all, that have 
ſouls to be faved or loſt, ſhould Join him in 
aſcribing magnificence to it. . 


A110 


4. He forgot not to inform mankind, that 
the office is every way equal toits end, in order 
to*magnify it in their eſteem. Means are no 
otherwiſe valuable, than as they are efficacious, 
When they are inſufficient to produce the ex- 
| pected effect, they are nothing worth. © The 
<«< weapons of our warfare are mighty, to the 
<« pulling down of ſtrong holds; caſting down 
c imaginations, and every high thing that ex- 


C alteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God; 
0 * bringing into captivity every thought. t@ || 
£6 the 


a i; 
te the obedience of Chriſt”, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5- 
* . Srl aye gant] 
| ts on, in the chapter whereof the text is a 
02 The Gentiles, he ſhows, were recon- 
« ciled, enriched, and faved” by his miniſtry, , 
er. 12, 15, And this ſucceſs, by provoking 
> Jews to emulation, conduced to ſave them 
alſo. ver. 14. And the marking of this direct, 

and this collateral operation of his miniſtry, is - 
ſhe thing he refers to, when he faith, «I mag- 
Inify mine office”. 


And this divine, a gad, indiſpenſ. able“, 
and <efficacious* office, is, my brother, the 
office wherein you are to be inſtalled this day. 
n a proſpect of which, I could, almoſt, addreſs 
you with a Hail, thou highly to be favoured 
<« of the Lord”! The divine origin of it, will 
denominate you a DIVINE. The nature of it, 
will raiſe you- to the dignity of an EMRASSA- 
por. The indiſpenſability of it, will make 
you one of the N ESsARIEs of the laity. Arid 
the efficacy thereof, will render you a Bznzyrac- 
rox of mankind. And, when you leave the 
world, you will be miſſed; and lamented in 
ſome ſuch manner as a prophet of Ifracl was, 
2 King. ii. 12. Sir! what gratitude do you owe 
to him that counted you faithful, putting you 
<« in the miniftry**? What dignity of behaviour 
does ſo illuſtrious an office require from you ? 
* 15.2 little obs, in worldly honour, ſenderki 
.ag &« forth 


fi 
- 
: 
; 
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ce forth an ill or“; how much more, impro- 
priety of conduct, in the honours of prieſthood ? 
And as for ſin, how «exceeding ſinful” . muſt 
it appear in compariſon with the ſacredneſs 
of the miniſtry ? Surely the contraſt, which the 


office forms between the clergyman, and vice, 
is very ſtrong. 


II. Paul's © deportment* in the office inſtructs 5 


us, further, how ae magnified” it; for his 


| whole deportment was ſhaped and adjuſted into 


an aptitude to render the miniſtry ſucceſsful ; 


which is the readieſt way to make it great, and 
© slorious*'. Succeſs, he made his point. And 
every ſort of behaviour that promiſed him the 


gaining of this point, he approved; every courſe 
that. threatened to impede, or fruſtrate ſucceſs, 
he avoided. This obſervation I ſhall exemplify 
in his, Mortification Self-denial--- Zeal--- 
« Flexibility--- Paſſiveneſs--- and Prayers. 


1. He foreſaw that untamed luſts, paſſions, and 
inordinate affections, would hinder, nay over- 
throw his project of ſaving ſouls by the means 
of preaching” ; juſt as domeſtic rebels, in power, 


obſtruct the enterprizes of a prince againſt fo- 
reign enemies: that his © earthen veſfeP? muſt 


be cleared of ſuch vile contents, leſt it ſhould 
ſpoil the miniſterial treaſure ; and make men re- 
ject it, as they do the beſt liquor that is tainted 
with * caſk ; and that a miniſtry, pointed 
ne againſt 


3 
Sunk the deeds of the ne; rebſt be - an: 
foreed with examples in the minifler KIfelf; 
best it ſhould not prevail againſt fleſhly luſts 
in others. Therefore he inured himſelf td 
| < mortification”, © I-keep under my body, ane 
bring it to ſubſectiön⸗ In faftings often“. 

1 Cor. ix. 27. 2 Cor. Xi. 27. How much the 
ſucceſs of the miniſtry depends on this 6 keep: 
s ing the body under”, and bringing it to 
de ſubjectionꝰ, will möre ſtrongly appear by ad- 
mitting the oppoſite caſe. Suppoſe; chen, that 
1 Paul had entered on the miniſtry with rampant 
laſts, ungovernable paſſibns, depraved a phe 
| tion 


rites and diſpofirions; and the very ſuppol 
prognoſticates the uſe] eſsneſ of 15 office ; and 
aſcertains the contempt, infteall of the magaify- 
7 ing of it. Critical circumſtances would have 
brought thoſe unhallowed gueſts't to ti ght. Then 

his authority would have Been 12 and the 

power of example, loſt. The miniſtry, whete- 
1 with he had been inveſted; would have 1 
8 


«Ka garment ſpotted with the fleſn“; and 

appeared rather like a flag of truce with cara 
„hits, than an enſign of war againſt them. His 
-} reproving fins would have had nb other effect, 
t} than to provoke his hearers to retort upon him 
al with this taunt, 4 Phyſiciah, heal thy ſelf”. - 
And his miniſtry, like that of Mdſes; would 
have had no glory; becauſe; upon this ſuppo- 
fition, he would have reſembled Moſes's preach- 
er. They ſaid, but did not”; Matth. xxiii. 3. 


4 Hg 


* 
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- 2. He perceived, that wilfulneſs, and ſelf 
©pleaſing* ought not to be indulged in an expedi- 


tion, which has to do with the will and pleaſure 


of many; and which muſt fail of ſucceſs, in caſe 
their unwillingneſs and diſpleaſure ſhould conti- 
nue Therefore he determined to exerciſe a tho- 
rough «ſelf-denial,* when the miniſtry might gain 
any advantage by. i it. © I pleaſe all men in all 
of things.” wes Cor. x 33. © If meat make my 
00 brother to offend, I will not eat fleſh while 
« the world ſtandeth,” 1 Cor. viii 1 3. Who 
« is offended, and I burn not 2” 2 Cor. xi 29. 

The gratification of his own deſire he eſteemed 
a thing of nought, in compariſon of public good. 
The expedjency, of ſuch a conduct will appear 
more ſtriking, . the miſchievous effects that 
Will attend che oppoſite behaviour. Suppoſe 
Paul to have been wilful, heady, bent on ſelf- 
pleaſing, fixed to his own humour, and untutor- 
ed in the art of ſelf-denial z ſuppoſe the laity to 
have had wills and ways of their own alſo; and 
to have been no © wiſer than their teacher” in 
poi nt of obſtinate attachment to them, would he 
not have laboured in vain? No yielding would 
i have taken place. No conceſſions would have 
been made. And cherefore no good could have 
been done. His miniſtry would have taken no 
effect. Nor could the people have received any 
benefit. And for this reaſon a ©ſelf-willed man 
is precluded the miniſtry by an interdict of hea- 
ven. Tit. i 7. 3. Ob- 


(643 3dK 

3. Obvious it was to Paul, that the miniſtry 
2quired vigorous and inceſſant efforts; and, that 
oſe efforts muſt have ſome ſtrong ind laſting 
motive; therefore, that his miniſtry might 
never want ſuch efforts, he poſſeſt himſelf - 
with «great zeal.” Than which, no motive 
could have been more proper; becauſe of its 
energy in urging and impelling its poſſeſſor. The 
« thorn in Paul's fleſh** drove him not fo for- 
cibly to frequent and fervent prayer, as zeal' 
for the glory of God, and the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners, ſtimulated his mind to labour and adven- 
turouſneſs in the miniſtry. And, to cheriſh 
this zeal, he kept his attention to the. miſery of 
ſinners ; the crown of joy that was ſet before 
him; and the ftri& account he muſt give of his 
ſtewardſhip. Touched with their miſery ; in- 
flamed with the glorious reward; and moved 
with the fear of that account, his zeal became 
eas fire ſhut up in his bones, or as new wine 
« that hath no vent. His heart was ready to 
e burſt, like a new bottle.” This reſtleſs glow 
in his boſom, made forbearance weariſome; and. 
like a Jehu, drove him furiouſly to the moſt ' 
hazardous enterprizes, and indifatigable induſtry 
< I could wiſh that myſelf were accurſed from 
* Chriſt, for my brethren—that they might 
be ſaved.” Rom. ix 3. x. 1, Surely, he that 
could expreſs ſuch a wiſh as this, muſt be influ - 


enced by a very impetuous zeal-for the ſalvation 


—-— <4 


pf-finners !- And that this zeal was neceffary, 
will thus appear. Suppoſe he had been devoid of 
ſuch a principle, would he not have been daunt- 
ed at difficylties, and wearied with labour and 
hardſhips ? Would he not have ſbrunk at dan- 1 
gu? Would not his efforts have been faint, | La 
and few? And, if he muſt have preached the 
goſpel; would he not haye been content with tha 
opus operatum, or mere performance ot the du- 
ty, tho? < Iſrael had not been gathered”? And 
hoy then could his office have been magnified 7 
It is the want of this zeal, that makes miniſters | 
go about their work, as the flothfyl go ta their 
labour; that makes them eaſy whether they | 
ſucceed: or not; and careleſs how little they do, 
provided they get their ſalaries 3 that makes their 
preachipg-flet and cold; and that, at laſt. 
makes themſelves become gs ſalt that hath 

te loſt its favour”. 5 8 | 8 


4. Paul was aware that men are moſt accef- 
ble by perſons like themſelves; and are to be 
gained over in their own way, rather chan in 
any other. 80 birds will be deeeyed, only, by 
repreſentations of their awn farms and plumage, 
and imitations of their own nates, Therefore 
he became flexible: in behavigur and addreſs, f 
$9 the conditions, and underſtandings of li 
men. Himſelf, he ſhaped, as is were, 46 'the » | 
forms, taſtes, Ways, and peculiar eaſts of all. 

L Tg 
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To the Jews, I became Nes to the Genet? 
« tiles, a Gentile : to the lawleſs, as withaus ; 
«Jaw; to the legal, as under che lam 3. to the - 
« feeble, weak; to the ſtrong, mighty.“ 1 Cor. 
i. 20-22. His preaching, he fitted to the : 
cars that were to receive it; and accommodarad 
his arguments to the various methods of man- 
ing, vſed by them he addreſſed. To the Jews, : 
| he preached ag the law and the prophets cequire 
ed, Act. xii, Among the Gentiles, he ſpeaks 
as Aratus, Menander, Callimachus, or an 
other, of their authors, wha ſpoke well, Act. 
Xyii. 28. 1 Cor. xv. 33. Tit. i. $2, Courtiers,. 
he addreſſed with the delicacy of ane * clothed - 

* in ſoft rajiment”, Act. xv. Among the phir - 
loſophers at Athens, he touches on nature, tha 
ſubject of their ſtudy,, and from chence bende 
his diſcourſe to the God of nature, Act. xvii. 
To the weak, his preaching was ſimple as milk, 
x Cor, iii, 2, And among the perfect. miſteri - 
ous and profound, a Cor. ij, 6, Thus he, like. 
Proteus, transformed himſelf to all ſhapes, 
* that he might fave all”, And, like Echo, 
raned his voice ta all firings, that he might pro- 
dues ſympathetis vibrations. in every breaſt. 
«I make my ſelf all things to all men, that by 
«all means I might ſave fome---and become: 
ee the ſervant of all, that I might gein the more”, 
1 Cor. iz, 19, 43: The fubſervience of ſuch 
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flepibility and dfimſlarion,co cho fuccols of the 
mint 


following” 
contraſt, 


99 vill further appear from te 


— 
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contraſt, Suppoſe Paul had been of a dogma- 
tical diſpoſition, how could he have fo ingrati- 
ated himſelf with men, as to gain his defign ? ' 


Had he been uncompliant in things lawful or 
indifferent? had he oppoſed what . he might 
haye Het paſs? and ftood on punctilios, that 
might have been given up, would he not have 
ſtrained at gnats, to the loſing of camels ? Had 
he not been a man of © good behaviour” with 


what good could a deſpiſed preacher have done 
to either? Had he addreſſed the ignorant, as 


the knowing ; and the knowing, as the igno- 


ramt, would he not have offered uffrontuꝶ to 


the underſtanding of the one 3 and have ſpo- | 


ken in an unknown tongue” to the other; and 


ſo have become uſeleſs to both ? In a wand, if 


he had not complied, conformed, and conde- 


ſcended; if he had not ** made himſelf all 


' © things, to all men; and pleaſed all men in 


“e all things”, as far as honeſty and conſiſtency | 


allowed; if he had not made himſelf the 
<« ſervant of all”, could he have magnified his 
office? in the manner he did? A miniſter is 
called a fiſher of men”. And if a fiſherman 


ſuite not his baits to the fiſh; and exerciſe not 
the various flights of his art, muſt he not ſay, 


<1 have toiled, and caught nothing” ? 


the well bred; or had he been formal and ſtiff 
with. them of low degree, would he not have 
been deſpiſed by the former, as a © barbarian” ; 
and by the latter,, as a proud prieſt? And 


5+ His 


| 
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5. His knowledge of mankind informed him 
that they, thro? ignorance, or perverſeneſs, or 
caprice, or ingratitude, would oppole his en- 
deayours to do them kindneſs ; and would re- 
quite him evil, for good; and that therefore, 
* he muſt either, bear ſuch things; or decline his 
attempts. But the latter, he knew, would di- 
3 miniſh, and not © magnify his office.. There- 
fore he reſolved to uſe a moſt extenſive *© paſſive- 
' neſs. © Being reviled, I bleſs; being defam- 
ed, I intreat; being perſecuted, I ſuffer it. I 

| Wndure all things for the ele&'s fake, that they 
: «alſo may obtain ſalvation”, 1 Cor. iv. 12, 13. 
2 Tim. ii. 10. The Corinthians owed him the 
honour of a father ; yet behaved undutifully. 


Inſtead of reſenting this, he cries, © My little 
<« children---I will very gladly ſpend, and be 


© ſpent for you; tho? the —_ abundantly I 
love you, the leſs I be loved”, 2 Cor. xii. 12. 


The Galatians, once, would "ET e given their 
eyes for him“; nevertheleſs they, afterwards, 
treated him as an enemy“. Inſtead of up- 

braiding them, he declares, Ye have not in- 
| « jured me at all”. ch. iv. 12. The Theſſalo- 

nians behaved to him with the frowardneſs and 
folly of children; yet © he was gentle as a nurſe 


* among them“, 1 ep. ji. 7. Paſſive obedi- 
ence, and non-reſiſtance', were never fo aſſi- 
. n for the ſervice of a tate, as 


they 


\ Te 
thy were Thorwughly praftifed, by Paul; fot 


the ſervice of the miniſtry. How this paſſive: 
eſs tended to promote his deſign, may be illuf- 
wated by the reverſe therebf. Suppoſe Paul, 


Saal 


gain 


when affronted, had been of an unpaſſive tem- 12. 
der would he not have given way to reſent- If 
Irnient? And when ingratitude had been ſhown N 


Ritt, would he n6t have uſed railing accuſations ? | | 


Would not theſe have irritated the offenders , 


and the offenders, by way of retaliation, have | 
exaſperated the accuſer? Would not altem 


tions; hatfed;. ſhineſs, or, perhaps; hoſtilities 


then have enſued? Would not he be burning | 
with choler; 3 and the people be lying in. wait to 


do him deſpite ? And thus, he muſt have become 
incapable af doing. and they of feceiving, any 
benefit; and the miniſtry, and people muſt 
have ſuffered through his want of temper. 
"Wherefore, & he that is ſoon angry is not to 
be admitted into the miniſtry; Tit. i. 7. Epic- 
tetua counts him no philoſopher; that cannot 
ic bear and forbeat for great ends: Much leſs 
is he to be eſteemed a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ho will not endure evils, and refrain from re- 
venge for the ſake of faving fouls; What a 
French author faith of a-miniſter of ſtate; may 
be applied to 4 miniſter of the Goſpel, * He 
* walk bs abſolute maſter of his paſſigiiz; or 
2 rather have no paſſions at all”; So David 2 


n 
San! became, « as. men that hear hot; and 
„ whoſe mouths are no reproofs”, in order tg 
gain the ſons of Bwlial, that clamoured and re- 
belled againſt them, 1 Sam. x. 27, Pſal. xxxvili. 
13. And perſons in the ſacred office, muſt; 
- © fometimes, be as men that can neither hear; 
i 7 fee, feel, nor ſpeak; muſt put; up with af: 
| fronts, and nat reſent ill uſage. The bulk of 

mankind are too apt to be ungrateful; and per- 


4 verſe; to miſtake their friends, for their ene 


mies; their advantage, for their prejudice . 
their paſſions | and humours, for reaſon ; and 


X their caprice, for conduct. And as theſe have 


moſt need of the miniſtry, ſo, the miniſter 
will have to do chiefly with ſuch as theſe: But 
without paſliveneſs, or bearing and forbearingz 
it will be impoſſible to deal with them. Such a 


meek temper, and gentle carriage, may, by 
ſome, be conſidered as * tameneſs*, © ſervility”, 


« 
. 


and *< meanneſs of ſpirit” ; but if they weigh the 
reaſon, delign, and difficulty thereof, they will 
rather applaud them, as inſtances of great hero- 
| ifm, and great goodneſs of heart. And mi- 
niſters, devoid of theſe, can neither act in cha- 
rater, nor iy their office. 


6. When Paul PETTY that men, EY 


All the arts of men, Wer <« nothing, except 
A 


—— =: 


„God ſhould give the increaſe” ; then © his 
« earneſt prayers, day and night, were, that 
God would give that increaſe”. Then he ſo- . 
licited the churches to join their prayers, with; 
his, for the ſame bleſſing; as may be ſeen in 
moſt of his epiſtles. And great, and conti- 
<« nual were his ſorrow and heavineſs”, while 
that exertion of divine power was deferred, Rom. 
ix. 1, 2. How requiſite fuch a conduct was, to 
the fucceſs of the miniſtry, may be made plaiger | 
by allowitig him to have acted otherwiſe. Sup- 
poſe him not to have been convinced © That 
Paul is nothing, Apollos nothing,. and Ce- | 
* phas nothing”, in point of rendering the mi- 
niſtry efficacious, would he then have depended 
upon the power which is of God“; or have 
fought for it in earneft ? ?* Or would he not, ra- 
ther, have preſumed, that his fine parts, learn- 
ing, eloquence, and induſtry, would be . ſuf- 

cc ficient for this thing”? And could he then 


have magnified his miniſtry', by making it a 
& ſayour of life unto life” to any? Or, mult 


he not rather have been confounded and diſap- 
pointed, at laſt, and have ſaid, with them of 
old, „This is the finger of God”, and I was 
not equal to the taſk ? And muſt not the world 


have reported of him, in Grotius's lamentation, 
7 He took a great deal oF earned pains to do 
„nothing? 


19 
« nothing” ? I am afraid, that the uſeleſsneſs 
of ſome miniſters, and, conſequently, the diſ- 
honour of their office, are owing, either to their 
indifference about the ſucceſs of their preach- 


1 ing 3 Or, to àa Want of conviction, that without 


the concurrence of divine pewer, they cannot 


to render the miniſtry © great*, *honourable*, 


I convert one ſinner; and therefore it is, that 


they do not pray for that power, with i _—_ 
nity, and peritrance. 


Thus have we taken a curſory view of Paul's 
conduct, as a miniſter, in ſeveral of its branches. 
And have had reaſon to obſerye, that it, like 
a well laid ſcheme, was an excellent contrivance 


and *© glorious”, by making it uſeful. And, if 
we examine the other parts of his conduct, we 
ſhall diſcover ſufficient ground for making the 
like remark upon them. Deſire of ſucceſs was 
the director and regulator of his life; and all 


the circumſtances thereof were diſpoſed to fa- 


vour that ſucceſs ; as the ſeveral incidents in a 
dramatic plot, favour the cataſtrophe. And 
this, my brother, is the man that cries to you, 
and me, Be ye followers of me” ! And if we 
neglect the exhortation, and decline the exam- 
ple, ſhall we not be like them, who know 
E how to do good, b but do i it not” 2 i 


— — —— wc — 


III. 
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II. The deſcriptions which Paul gives offfche 
perſons who may, and may not be admittedſthe : 


into the miniſtry argue, not only, that hell. n 


himſelf * magnified the office“; but, that he of | 


was anxious to have it magnified by others, 
| when he ſhould be no more. By one of thoſe: | 
deſcriptions, he points out, and recommends}: 


the men who are worthy of the miniſtry ; by the 
other he ſpecifies, and preclu rſons who are 
diſqualified to bear the office. Therefore theſe 
deſcriptions are, in effect, ſtanding teſts of fit- 
neſs, and unfitneſs for the ſacred function. 


1. The following deſcription ſhews us, how 

anxious Paul was to have the office filled with 
þ that would be a credit to it. Each candi- 
- Uate, he faith, © muſt be blamelefs; the huſ- 
4 band of one wife“, if a huſband ; “ vigilant, 
te ſober ; of good behaviour; given to hoſpi- 


« tality ; apt to teach; patient; one that rul- 


te eth well his own houſe”, if maſter- of a fa- 
mily; © a lover of good men; juſt; holy; 
<< temperate z muſt hold faſt the faithful wor ad, 
40 as he hath been taught; muſt be able, by 


- A £5 


2 « gaiplayers and muſt have 2 good repork of | 


L then that are without”. 2 Tim, ili. 2--:1p. 
Thi i. 7 . And 112 cen; who are to 8 


tho! repented of; will ever b 


r 
he office, ſhould be deceived with appearances, 
adviſes — « To lay hands ſuddenly upon 


| 
0 


no man” ; but to let time aſcertain the reality 
e Jof his qualifications. Lethim, firſt, be proved”, 


2. His deſcription of perſqng that 
may not hold the office, diſcpvers his con- 
cern for the honour of it; far he, thereby, 


precludes M, whoſe unfitneſs, whether moral 


or natural, would, of neceſſity, fink it ta can- 
tempt. They, whom he deſcribes, by way of 


precluſion, are the following, (I.) * Every 


<« man that is given to wine; a ſtriker; cove- 
« tous; greedy of filthy lucre; a novice; · 


+ brawler; accuſed of riot; unruly; felf-will- 
«ed; ſoon angry”. And, indeed, every one 


that lives in any allowed fin ; for © the candj- 
« date muſt be blameleſs”. 1 Tim. ili. 3—6. 
Tu. i. 6, 7. (2.) He ſeems, in one place, to 
preclude every one, on wham former crimes 
had fixed an indelible ſcandal. So the ſons of 


| Eff, and Barzillai, were thruft out of the prieſt- 


"2 


hood; ; the e one for uncleanneſs in the ſanctuary; 
the other, for a commixture with heathens, the 


evi] effects of which were remedileſs, 1 Sam, ii. 


Hi, Ez. it. 62, The reaſon of the above preclu- 


fon, may be, that tuch a perſan muſt hold the 
office to a great dan ee His enormities, 

remembred z and, 
cherefore 


( 22 ) 
therefore, his moral aſpect will always appe: 
hideous to men, like a mangled face after the 
wounds are healed. 3. Some are, by nature, 
the <© weaker veſſels; and he forbids depoſit- 
ing the miniſterial treaſure in ſuch. I ſuffer 


de not à woman to teach.” 1 Tim. ii. 12. And 
by parity of reaſon, he precludes all whom na- 
tare intended not for the office, viz. Such as are 
defective in underſtanding, utteran®, — 


bly iraſcible, &c. 


And now, judge ye, if a manwho took ſuch care 
to furniſh the miniſtry with perſons, duly quali- 
fied ; and to keep out of it, all that would dif- 


Parage it, had not reaſon to jay, I magnify 

mine office” ? Judge you, my brother, if you 

be not bound to uſe the ſame care, and caufion, 
as long as you call his office, your own ? 


VV. The directions which Paul gives to per- 
ſons, in the office, account for what he declaxes, 
in our text; for they are directions admirably 
well calculated to © magnify his office.” 


. He directs them to ſtand diſengaged from 
hos avocations, 15 and to devote themſelves 
wholly to the miniſtry. * Give thyſelf wholly 
28 Þ theſe things; No man, that warreth, en- 

* tangleth 


> 7”. 


no man can ©* magnify the miniſtry”, except he 
excel in it; no uninſpired man can excel, except 
Ihe give himſelf wholly to it. And, that miniſ- 


( 23 ) 
er tangleth himſelf with the affairs of this life; 
et that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen him 
to be a ſoldier.” 1 Tim. iv 15. 2 Tim. it. 4. 
The reaſon, of the above direction, is plain; 


ters might not be neceſſitated to incumber them. 
ſelves with the world, God hath appointed them 
a maintenance from the people. 1 Cor. ix. 14. 
He hath alſo allowed them deacons, that even 
the temporal affairs of the chureh, ſhould not 
engroſs their time, and attention. Act. vi. 1-57. 
They, therefore, who unneceſſarily embarraſs 
themſelves with worldly avocations, muſt needs 
diſhonour their office. Not only by the poor 
figure they will make in it; but alſo, by their 
rebellion againſt the will of God ; the diſhoneſty 
they are guilty of; and the facrilege they com- 
mit. I ſay © unneceſſarily.” For thoſe good 
5 who will do ſomething rather than let 
the cauſe fink, and let the people be © as ſheep 
« without a ſhepherd; and who think, a * wo 
« vill be to them if they preach not the goſpel, 


“ and yet can not live of the gofpel, are, in 


my opinion, objects of divine, and human be- 

nevolence. While one hand does the work of 

the TIDY, and the other laboureth for — 
b 


* 

(24 ) 
hrtad, they become worthy of double Honour? * 
Therefore Paul ſhines not ſo gloriouſly any where he 


as at Corinth, where neceſſity obliged him to 
preach, and- make tents. But without neceſlity' & 
| ſuch a conduct involves in it a complication of 
vices: The miniſters expectations are ſtinted to Nr 
te food and raiment”. 1 Tim, vi. 8. If, there- 
fore, they can live of the goſpel”, nothing 
but diſcontent with their wages, and the love of 
money, can induce them to . ſerve God and 
7 Mammon“ A maſter has a tight to his ſer- 
vant” time and labour. But if the ſervant 
employ that time and labour about his own 
concerns, he is reckoned 4 varlet. And is 
pot God our. niaſter* Does he not pay us? 
Do not they] Therefore; < rob God”, who re- 
faſe him their time, and ſervices? h not theit 
time facted to the miniſtry, as the ſabbath 
is to religion? And; if they, employ it 0- 
therwiſe; . Are they not as culpable as thoſe, 
who profane the Lord's Day by doing there- 
on any manner of unneceſſary work ? 1s it 
not a violation of common honeſty, to allow 
kim about the ſeventh part of our time, who 
pays us for all? Is it not impious to put God and 
his church off with the © lame, the blind, and 
e the maimed”, viz. the crude productions of 
(ar hours: 3. and expect payment even for ſuch 
42 4 offerings, 


— 


"> 4 
FE 


* 


t * may not i Pe NAY Y 
ſomamng; to employ our deacons and : 
ſing elders to do the bulineſs of the church, 


. we might gain time to mind our own inter⸗ 
more effectually; and to confound the clers _ 
man with the laymian, that we might gain the +» 
te?. Do they honour their office, who, "by 
SiGpptication of their time and induftry, reg 
ain * workmen that need to be aſhamed“ 3 
and continue novices ih their Pröfeſnion, while 
their improvement in tlie art of huſbahdty, or 
in the myſtery of trade, or of mechaniſm; is **tmas 
te nifeſt to all? I it a ſign bf à faithful mint 
ſter, to join c houſe to houſe; arid 'add field to 
tc field” 3 und at the ſame time let the 


cauſe of God dwindle and decay eng flack= N 
neſs of hands? Which, think you,” ate the ho- 


neſt men? They hd ze ſpend, "arid! are ſpetit* 
in the miniſtry, and havexto more than food 
and raiment, as appears by the deſolate widows 
and fatherleſs children they leave: to the metcy 
of the world ; or they who, by the "ſaid double 


dealing, viz. making the miniſtry the buſſhely 
of the Sabbath, and their own intefeſt the buſi· 


neſs of other days, leave dower to their widows; 
and Portions, to their childfen; ahd yet wotild 
not in their life time, ſo much as dreſs „ 
* the credit g | their officeR, 


* 
2 3 * * 
* * 2 
Gp” ab 4 * 
* 
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. 


* 


4 , 


( 24 ) 
bread, they become worthy of double Honour! 


vices: The miniſters expectations are Rinted to 


« food and raiment”. 1 Tim. vi. 8. If, there- q 
fore, they can live of the goſpel”, nothing 
but diſcontent with their wages, and the love of 
money, can induce them to © ſerve God and 
60 Mammon“. A maſter has a right to his ſer- 8 
vant's time and labour. But if the ſervant 
employ that time and labour about his own ; 
concerns, he is reckoned a varlet. And is 


not God our maſter? Does he not pay us? 


therwiſe, Are. they not as culpable as thoſe, 
who profane the Lord's Day by doing there- 
on any manner of unneceſſary work? Is it 
not a violation of common honeſty, to allow 
him about the ſeventh part of our time, who 
pays us for all ? Is it not impious to put God and 
his church off with the lame, the blind, and 


few hours; and expect payment even for ſuch 
KF? offerings, 


Therefore Paul ſhines not fo gloriouſly any where 
as at Corinth, where neceſſity obliged him to 
preach, and make tents. But without neceſſity, . 
ſuch a conduct involves in it a complication of 


Do not they; Therefore; < rob God”, who re- 
fuſe him their time, and ſervices? Is not theit 5 
time ſacred to the miniſtry, as the ſabbath : 
is to religion? And, if they employ it o- 


e the maimed”, viz. the crude productions of 


23) 
ſerings ty may not paſs without get⸗ 

» hing ſomething; to employ our deacons and 
> Fuling elders to do the buſineſs of the church, 
-- hat we might gain time to mind our own inter- 
E {| more effectually; and to confound the cler- 
> Fyman with the layman, that we might gain the 
| Fore? Do they honour their office, who, by 
g n miſapplication of their time and induſtry, re- 
F main workmen that need to be aſhamed”; 
4 and continue novices in their profeſſion, while 
their improvement in the art of huſbandry, or 


in the myſtery of trade, or of mechaniſm, is ma- 


: * nifeſt to all? Is it a ſign of a faithful mini- 

ſter, to join < houſe to houſe; and add field to 
„ field”; and at the ſame time, let the 
" Fcauſe of God dwindle and decay through flack- 
: neſs of hands ? Which, think you, ate the ho- 


neſt men? They who: f ſpend, and are ſpetit* 
in the miniſtry, and Rave no more than food 
and raiment, as appears by the deſolate widows 
and fatherleſs children they leave to the mercy 
of the world; or they who, by the ſaid double 
| eating, viz. making the miniſtry the buſineſs 
of the Sabbath, and their own intefeſt the buſi- 
' neſs of other days, leave dower to their widows, 
and portions to their children; and yet wotild 
not in their life time, ſo much as dreſs decently 
tor the credit qf their office 5 
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2. He directs miniſters w 8 
and © meditate*. © Study th chyſelf . 
& workman &c. Give attendance to read of 
c. Meditate on theſe things &c”. 1 Tix nn 


Iv. 13, 15. 2 Tim. ii, 13. We muſt, put * 


= 


theſe directions, or we ſhall not be able to mag 
nify our office; for inſpiration cannot be xpec 
ed. Induſtry, in the uſe of the above meany 
accompanied with prayer, is the expedient by 
which we may advance to the degree of . able 
miniſters of the New teſtament,” Reading 
furniſheth us with a rich variety of ideas, 
ſentiments. Meditation, helps the judgment to 
ſeparate and adjuſt them. Study, like necefſi- 
ty, is a mother of invention. And writing all} 
our diſcourſes, improves our diction. The 
« preacher, being wiſe,---ſought out acceptable 
« words”. Eccl. xii. 9, 10. Without due ob- 
ſervance of the ſaid directions, an uninſpired man 
will never © be throughly furniſhed unto every 
* good word, and work“; but muſt remain an 
Ignoramus in his profeſſion, and a mere Bat- 
tus in diction ; having but one ſet of ideas, 
and one ſtring of phraſes---thoſe, confuſed--- * 
and theſe, uncouth. Thus, he will perform 
his miniſtry in a litefEcircle, ending at the point 
where he begun, and beginning, again, where 
he ended; which, like the identical round and 


c N 
try. 
Cie. 
p nc 
0 


Dee 


* 


e l preſently weary, to death, 
he atten e his hearers. - And we muſt 
Wonfine our reading, ſtudy, and meditations 
U o things that more immediately concern our 
ction; elſe, we ſhall commit an error like 
at of thoſe, who would “ ſerve God and 
" * Mammon”. Therefore they, in the mini- 
„ry, ſeem to be diſſuaded from Philgſophy, 
Feience, &c. Col, ii. S. Theſe, have their profeſſors; 
* and Theology is the profeſſion of the man of 
od“. I am aware, that many things have 
been ſaid againſt laying ſo much ſtreſs upon 
. eading, ſtudying, meditating, and writing 
but I fear, they amount to no more than 


"| xpologies for lazineſs, and ignorance, . 

0 3. He enjoins frequency in preaching. © Be 
. inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon”. 2 Tim. 
*g. 2. The end of the miniſtry is beſt promot- 
ed by line upon line, precept upon precept, 
1a little here, and a little there”. Time to 


Drepare, we muſt allow ourſelves; elſe, we 
hall ( offer to the Lord what coſt us no labour”; 
{nd deliver to the people what deſerves no at- 
ention. There is a © Scale of duties, a hiera- 
* chy of upper and lower commands”, as Milton 
peaks. And, with a due obſervance of this ſcale 
of duties, a miniſter ſhould be ? apt or forward 
Sto 


4 — EFT on * — 


ed. Induſtry, in the uſe of the above mean 


will never © be throughly furniſhed unto every 


* 
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2. He directs miniſters to ty, rea Lute 
and © meditate*. © Study to "thaw thyſelf Ine 
&© workman &c. Give attendance to reading 
% c. Meditate on theſe things &c”. 1 Tin 
iv. 13, 15. 2 Tim. ii, 13. We muſt, purkſy 
theſe directions, or we ſhall not be able to m 
nify our office; for inſpiration cannot be expect 


accompanied with prayer, is the expedient by 
which we may advance to the degree of © able 
miniſters of the New teſtament.” Reading, 


ſeparate and adjuſt them. Study, like neceſſi · 
ty, is a mother of invention. And writing all 
our diſcourſes, improves our diction. The 
« preacher, being wiſe,---ſought out acceptable : 
*« words”. Eccl. xii. 9, ro. Without due ob- 1 
ſervance of the ſaid directions, an uninſpired man * 


good word, and work” ; but muſt remain an # 
Ignoramus in his profeſſion, and a mere Bat- ; 
tus in diction; having but one ſet of ideas, 
and one ſtring of phraſes---thoſe, confuſed--- * 
and theſe, uncouth. Thus, he will perform 1 
his miniſtry in a litelẽ circle, ending at the point |, 
where he begun, and beginning, again, where I 
he ended; which, like the identical round and 


clack 


27 


Ts 1 vill preſently weary," to death, 
N Ine attend of his hearers. And we muſt 
Fonfine our reading, ſtudy, and meditations 
Fo things that more immediately concern our 
Wanction ; elſe, we ſhall commit an error like 
9 at of thoſe, who would “ ſerve God and 
3 Mammon“. Therefore they, in the mini- 
ſtry, ſeem to be diſſuaded from *© Philoſophy, 
1. cience, &c. Col. ii. S. Theſe, have their profeſſors; 
and Theology is the profeſſion of the © man of 
„God“. I am aware, that many things have 
been faid againſt laying ſo much ſtreſs upon 
reading, ſtudying, meditating, and writing; 
put I fear, they amount to no more than 


g Epologies for lazineſs, and ignorance. 
X 1 3. He enjoins frequency in nn “Be 
18 inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon”. 2 Tim. 


n zv. 2. The end of the miniſtry is beſt promot- 
ed by © line upon line, precept upon precept, 
5 K a little here, and a little there. Time to 
prepare, we muſt allow ourſelves; elſe, we 

mall © offer to the Lord what coſt us no labour”; 

and deliver to the people what deſerves no at- 
tention. There is a © Scale of duties, a hiera- 
c chy of upper and lower commands”, as Milton 
Speaks. And, with a due obſervance of this ſcale 
pot duties, a miniſter ſhould be & apt or forward 
= to 


timorouſneſs, as enemies to the ſucceſs of oui 


do honour to the military profeſſion. Hear the 


& to teach“; and not Jod 60 
which gives him a chance of 


4. Our author dire&s us, alſo, to avoid in 
dulgence, tenderneſs, delicacy, and effeminat 


miniſtry, * Endure hardneſs as a good ſoldict 
* of Jeſus Chriſt”. 2 Tim. ii. 3. He that del 
ſiſts, or abates preaching, by reaſon of fatigue 
hardſhips, and dangers diſhonoureth his office 
not only, by making it leſs uſeful than it migh 
be; but by ſhowing, that health, eaſe, ſafety 


1 —— } 


and life, are more important to him, than the 


falyation of ſouls. A ſoldier who declines hi 


duty by reaſon of hardſhips and dangers, is ca 
hired as a coward. And a miniſter, that wi 


flinch through tenderneſs or timorouſneſs, ca 
no more © magnify his office”, than a coward can 


brave and hardy Paul! None of theſe things 
% move me; neither count 1 my life preciou 
F fo that I might accompliſh my miniſtry” 
Act. xx, 24. And there is a ſenſe, in which a 
miniſter muſt “ Hate father, mother, wife, 
# children, brothers, ſiſters, houſes, lands, and} 
ir his own life; or not be worthy of his maſter. 
Matth. x. 37: Ly, xiv. 26, 


Ly Hg 


* 29 
He * miniſters to exemplify their 
preachi it Kir practice, * Be thou an ex- 
« ample of the believers in word, converſation, 
« charity, ſpirit, faith, and purity, Thou that 
ct teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf” ? 
1 Tim. iv. 12. Rom. ii. 21, Practice ſpeaks 
louder than words, tho' every preacher were a 


Stentor. And he, who lives not up to his 


preaching, will do little, or no good, tho? he 
ſhould © ſpeak with the tongues of men and 
© angels”. 


/ 


6. He directs miniſters to be cautious whom 


they ordain. © Lay hands ſuddenly upon no 


man- let him, firſt, be prayed. 1 Tim. v. 
22. Haſte and precipitation, he forbids ; for 
the ſtrongeſt appearances of miniſterial quali- 
fications leave the candidate but a novice", 
to us till time, and tryal aſcertain the reality of 


| thoſe qualifications, And the preceding diſcri- 


mination of perſons that may, and may not 
be ordained, would be vain, if circumſpecti- 
on and warineſs be not uſed, The negleQing 
of this caution ; a diſpenſing with the want of 
the forementioned marks of fitneſs; and a 
winking at any of the ſaid tokens of excluſi- 
en have been means of vilifying the office; 
and of making the venerable word, rAxsox, 


”; 


\ 
* 


cc to teach; and not lol a 3 
which gives bim a chance of ſaving one ſoul. 


* 
* 
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4. Our author directs us, alſo, to avoid in ; 
dulgence, tenderneſs, delicacy, and effeminats 
cimorouſnch, as enemies to the ſucceſs of our I 
miniſtry, © Endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier, a 
te of Jeſus Chriſt”. 2 Tim. ii. 3. He that de 
ſiſts, or abates preaching, by reaſon of fatigue, 
hardſhips, and dangers diſhonoureth his office; 
not only, by making it leſs uſeful than it might 
be; but by ſhowing, that health, eaſe, ſafety 
and life, are more important to him, than the” 
ſalvation of ſouls. A ſoldier who declines his 
duty by reaſon of bardſhips and dangers, is ca 
fhired as a coward. And a miniſter, that will 
flinch through tengerneſs or timorouſneſs, can 
po more magnify his office*, than a coward can 
| do honour to the military profeſſion. Hear the 
brave and hardy Paul! « None of theſe things. 
% move me; neither count 1 my life preciows 
© ſo that I might accompliſh my miniſtry”.” 
Act. xx, 24. And there is a ſenſe, in which a, 
miniſter muſt © Hate father, mother, wife, h 
60 children, brothers, ſiſters, houſes, lands, and 
5e his own life; or not be worthy of his a e 


1 
Matth. x. 37, Lu, xiv. 26. N 
5, He 
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5. Mees miniſters to exemplify their 
preaching in their practice. Be thou an ex- 
« ample of the believers in word, converſation, 
« charity, ſpirit, faith, and purity, Thou that 
<« teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf” ? 
1 Tim. iv. 12. Rom. ii. 21, Practice ſpeaks 
louder than words, tho' every preacher were a 
Stentor, And he, who lives not up to his 
preaching, will do little, or no good, tho” he 
ſhould © ſpeak with the tongues of men and 
© angels“. 


/ 


6. He dire&s miniſters to be cautious whom 
they ordain. Lay hands ſuddenly upon no 
% man- let him, firſt, be proved. 1 Tim. v. 
22. Haſte and precipitation, he forbids; for 
the ſtrongeſt appearances af miniſterial quali- 
fications leave the candidate but a * novice”, 
to us till time, and tryal aſcertain the reality of 
thoſe qualifications. And the preceding diſcri- 
mination of perſons that may, and may not 
be ordained, would be yain, if circumſpecti- 
on and warineſs be not uſed, The neglecting 
of this caution ; a diſpenſing with the want of 
the forementioned marks of fitneſs; and a 
winking at any of the ſaid tokens of excluſi- 
en, have been means of yilifying the office; 
and of making the venerable word, yARSOx, 

a 
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2 double entandre, expreſive of N 


Thus, my brother, have I laid before you 

ſome of the directions, which our author gives 
to perſons in the miniſtry. And as your good | 
ſenſe muſt have diſcovered their tendency to | 
* magnify the office* ; ſo your piety will urge 
you to a ſtrict obſervance of them more than a- 
ny thing I can ſay. I, therefore, conclude with 
the words of Paul, to a young man whom he 
ordained, *<* Conſider what I fay ; and the 

* Lord give thee underſtanding in all thing . 


= 


END of the SERMON. ] | 


A NAR; 


NARRATIVE 


Of the ordination of the Rev. Samuel Jones, A. B. 
Jan. 2, 1763. Publiſhed at the requeſt of them 
who were preſent. | 
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HE ſolemnity began with prayer. Then was 

ſung the 144 bymn, 2d. book, of Dr. Watts. 
After that, the foregoing ſermon was preached. 
When ſermon was over, one of the three miniſters, 
preſent, ſtood up and ſpoke to this effett : 


When the church of Jeruſalem, © the mother 
* of us all,” had choſen men to office, it is re- 
corded, That they ſet them before the apoſtles 
eto be ordained, by laying on of hands and 
<« prayers.” We deſire, therefore, that this 
church will ſet before us the man whom they 
have choſen to the miniſtry. 


" o 


Then the repreſentative of the church conduRed 
the candidate to the miniſters ; one of whom ad. 
dreſſed him in this manner. The 


2 double entendre, expreſive of 


reſpect. 


Thus, my brother, have I laid before you 
ſome of the directions, which our author gives 
to perſons in the miniſtry. And as your good 
ſenſe muſt have diſcovered their tendency to 
* magnify the office“; ſo your piety will urge 
you to a ſtrict obſervance of them more than a- 
ny thing I can ſay. I, therefore, conclude with 
the words of Paul, to a young man whom he 
ordained, © Conſider what I fay ; and the 
Lord give thee underſtanding in all things”. 
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END of the SERMON. 


NARRATIVE 


Of the ordination of the Rev. Samuel Jones, A. B. 


Jan. 2, 1763. Publiſhed at the requeſt of them 
who were preſent. | 


_—. 


— 


* THE ſolemnity began with prayer. Then was 
* ſung the 144 hymn, 24. book, of Dr. Watts. 
Alter that, the foregoing ſermon was preached. 
M ben ſermon was over, one of the three miniſters, 
* preſent, ſtood up and ſpoke to this effett : 


When the church of Jeruſalem, © the mother 
of us all,” had choſen men to office, it is re- 
corded, © That they ſet them before the apoſtles 
to be ordained, by laying on of hands and 
„ prayers.” We deſire, therefore, that this 
church will ſet before us the man whom they 
have choſen to the miniſtry. 


| Then the repreſentative of the church conducted 
* the candidate to the miniſters; one of whom ad- 
dreſſed him in this manner. The 


WE» 

The regard which we pay 0 „ thats fired 
charge [. Lay hands ſuddenly on no man”. . 
obliges us to uſe caution. Sir, we would be 
certified of your call to preach. 


The candidate priſented a copy of his call, which 
was audibly read. 


We would, alſo, ſee your licence; which 
may be to us a teftimony of your good morals ; 
and of the approbation which your miniſterial 
abilities have obtained. 


' The licence was preſented, which was alſo read. 


We would, likewiſe, be certified of your 
election to the miniſtry; and recommendation 
to us for ordination; 


. The repreſentative of the church, who flood by the 
candidate, delivered credentials of the ſaid elefFion, K . 
and recommendation, and retired. Thoſe were || , 
read. And the ſaid miniſter proceeded. 


Hitherto your advances towards the miniſtry 
appear to have been regular and fair. But we 
are obliged to ſeek for further ſatisfaftion ; i 

which ſatisfaction you alone are e of giv- 
; ing. 


g· Permi it me therefore to alk, Do you; 
Fir, willingly, and not by conſtraint; out of 
Sa teddy mind, and not for filthy lucre,” de- 

ote yourſelf to the ſacred office? 


The candidate fignified, that the miniſtry Was; 
o him, a matter of free choice; and that bii 


jew was not lucrutive. 


Do you believe that you are moved hereto by 
the Spirit of God, ſo, that a * neceſſity is; 
hereby, laid on you to preach the Goſpel, and 
it a wo will be to you if you preach it nity 
for no man taketh this honour unto himſelf, bug 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron? | 


Thich queſtion, the candidate anſwered in the 


Do you take the Bible to be the word of God 

in ſuch a ſenſe as to hold yourſelf bound to be- 
; lieve all it declares to do all it requires of you, 
as a Chriſtian; and to abſtain from all it for- 
# bids? Do you conſider that book as the only 
rule of faith and practice in matters of religion; 
and as a ſufficient rule; ſo that there is no occa« 
ſion for any other judge of controverſies; or for 


weeds, confeſſions of faith, traditions, or acts 
h 6 of 


The regard which we pay to that ſacred 
charge [.* Lay hands ſuddenly on no man”. ] 


obliges us to uſe caution. Sir, we would be 


certified of your call to preach. 


The candidate preſented a copy of his call, which : 


was audibly read. 


We would, alſo, ſee your licence; which A 
may be to us a teſtimony of your good morals ; ? 
and of the approbation which your miniſterial |; 


abilities have obtained. 


The licence was preſented, which was alſo read. 


We would, likewiſe, be certified of your || 
election to the miniſtry; and recommendation 


to us for ordination; 


The repreſentative of the church, w0ho ſtood by the © 


candidate, delivered credentials of the ſaid election, 1 R 


and recommendation, and retired. Thoſe were 


read. And the ſaid miniſter proceeded. 


Hitherto your advances towards the miniſtry 
appear to have been regular and fair. But we 
are obliged to ſeek for further ſatisfaction ; 
which ſatisfaction you alone are capable of giv- 
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Permit me therefore to aſk, Do yo; 
Fir, < willingly, and not by conſtraint; out of 
-& a ready mind, and not for filthy lucre,” de- 
* vote yourſelf to the ſacred office? 


, The candidate ſignified, that the miniſtry Was; 
Fo him, a matter of free choice; and that bis 
J ew was not lucrative. 


Do you believe that you are moved hereto by 
the Spirit of God, ſo, that a . neceſſity is; 
0 hereby, laid on you to preach the Goſpel, and 
that a wo will be to you if you preach it nb z 
for no man taketh this honour unto himſelf, bug 
he that | is called of God, as was Aaron 2 


|: 

þ 

Which queſtion, the candidate anfwered i in the 
": affirmative. 


oo 
4 ; 


Do you take the Bible to be the word of God 
in ſuch a ſenſe as to hold yourſelf bound to be- 

eve all it declares; to do all it requires of you, 
as a Chriſtian; and to abſtain from all it for- 
n bids? Do you conſider that book as the only 
" rule of faith and practice in matters of religion; 
7 and as a ſufficient rule; ſo that there is no occa- 
: ſion for any other judge of controverſies; or for 
weeds, confeſſions of faith, traditions, or acts 


11 


C34 „ 


of councils of any n to ſupply iu 
ſu uppoſed defects; or to be teſts of right and a li 

wrong either in the credenda or agenda of the re b 
ligion of Jeſus? Do you hold that book as youiſ dul 
creed or confeſſion of faith. And will you make 
it your directory, whether in preaching, admi- 
niſtring ordinances, exerciſing government and 


diſcipline, propagating or defending the faith 
ence delivered to the ſaints, or in performing 


any other branch of your function? 


The candidate intimated, that he owned the di- yo 
vine origin, the indiſpenfible authority, and ſuffici- cc 
a2 of the Word of God; and that it was bis re- m 
felution to be directed 2 it, as a Chriſtian, and as tic 
4 miniſter.” er 


— 


"Are you determined to make ſucceſs in the 
miniſtry the object of your conſtant and greateſt y 
follicitude? And in order to become ſucceſsful, 
Will you uſe fervent prayer, and ſollicit your 
friends to pray for you, that a divine bleſſing 

may attend your labours ; without which even a 
Fat .or an Apollos, or a Cephas, would be 

„nothing“? Will you © give yourſelf wholly | 
| to the miniſtry ; and avoid entangling your- 
te ſelf with the affairs of this life“ if poſſible; 3 
and be contens with _— and raiment” ; for 
a live: 
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a livelihood is all you have a right to expect 
J by che goſpel”? Will you apply yourſelf ſe- 
© dulouſly to © reading, ſtudying, meditating”, 
and other means of making your © improve- 
ment manifeſt to all, and of ſtirring up the 
« gift that is in you”? Will you be apt or 
« forward to teach, or be inſtant in ſeaſon and 
e out of ſeaſon” in preaching the word ? 
Will you take care to be an example of piety 


e 


. and paſſiveneſs | in caſes of provot. 
© tions and ingratitude, rather than forbear your a 
endeavours to ſave the abuſive, and them that 
are out of the way? Will you keep under 
« the body, and bring it to ſubjeRion”; left 
you diſhonour the miniſtry by © ſpotting it with 
the fleſh”; and deſtroy your uſefulneſs in the ſa- 
cred office? Will you ſtrive to be zealous in 
the office? Will you, as far as honeſty and 
conſiſtency allow, make yourſelf all things to 
« all men; pleaſe all men in all things; and be- 
come the ſervant of all” that you may fave the 
more 4 And, will you endeayour to maintain 
the. proper character of 2 miniſter, which, i is 
drawn_by the inimitable pens of the apoſt 
Paul and Peter, in x Tim. tl, Tit. i, 1 Pet. v, ? 
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of councils of any denominarions, to ſupply i ity 
ſuppoſed defects; or to be teſts of right and 
wrong either in the credenda or agenda of the re. 
gion of Jeſus? Do you hold that book as your | 
creed or confeſſion of faith. And will you make 
it your directory, whether in preaching, admi- | 
niſtring ordinances, exerciſing government and 


diſcipline, propagating or defending the faith 
once delivered to the ſaints, or in performing 


any other branch of your function? 


The candidate intimated, that he owned the di- 
22 origin. the indiſpenſible authority, and ſuſſici: 
en of the Word of God; and that it was bis re- m 
folution to be directed by it, as a Chriſtian, and as tic 


a miniſter. 


Are you determined to make ſucceſs in the | «« 
miniſtry the object of your conſtant and greateſt y 
ſollicitude? And in order to become ſucceſsful, | 
Will you uſe fervent prayer, and ſollicit your c 
friends to pray for you, that a divine bleſſing i" | 
may attend your labours ; without which even a c 
Fay or an Apollos, or a Cephas, would be 

* nothing” ? Will you “ give yourſelf wholly 8 
* to the miniſtry; and avoid entangling your- 
te ſelf with the affairs of this life“ if poſſible; 
and be < content with food and raiment” ; for 


a live- 


( 35 ) 


E livelihood is all you have a right to expect 
by the goſpel”? Will you apply yourſelf ſe- 


_—_ — — 


v neſs“ when your duty require it; and 
meekneſs, and paſſiveneſs in caſes of provoca. E 
tions and ingratitude, rather than forbear your 


dulouſly to © reading, ſtudying, meditating”, 


and other means of making your © improve- 
g ment manifeſt to all, and of ſtirring up the 


« gift that is in you”? Will you be © apt or 
« forward to teach, or be inſtant in ſeaſon and 
© out of ſeaſon” in preaching the word? 


Will you take care to be an example of piety 
and virtue to the people, and to practiſe what 


you ſhall preach ? Will you © endure hard- 


| endeavours to ſave the abuſive, and them that 
are out of the way? Will you keep under 


Vs, rr 2 


5 « the body, and bring it to ſub) ection leſt 


you diſhonour the miniſtry by © ſpotting it vith 
the fleſh”; and deſtroy your uſefulneſs in the ſa. 


cred office? Will you ftrive to be zealous in 
the office? Will you, as far as honeſty and 
conſiſtency allow, make yourſelf < all things to 
« all men; pleaſe all men in all things; and be- 


come the ſervant of all” that you may fave the 
4 more! ? And, will you endeavour to maintain 
che proper character of a miniſter, which, is 
| drawn by the inimitable pens of the Reer 
Paul and Peter, in 1 Tim. ii, Tit. i. 1 Pet. v.? 


The 


FF - 
| The candidate's anſwer amounted to an aſſuranceps, 
| that all theſe things ſhould be to him matters of ſol. our 
ſicitude and endeavours. ny 


There is a confeſſion of faith (adopted by the 7 
twenty 1 pine Baptiſt churches which annually aſ. can 
fociate at Philadelphia) wherewith you and weer 
are well acquainted, We. would know whe 
you receive that as a confeſſion of yur faith? 


1. candidate fegnified, that bis ſenſe of divin 


bings was expreſſed therein ; and that be received 
8 the only buman Mem be approved. 


5 


= | We do not mean by our queſtion, that you 


ſhould be bound to that ſyſtem; or any wayſl 
abriged of the rights of private judgment ; and 
liberty of ſpeech ; for that is an unhappineſs at- 
tending human eſtabliſhments, in the kingdom 
' of Chriſt which eſtabliſhments have put a ſtox 
to the reformation before it was perfected; and 
have made genius, learning, and induſtry the 
tpols of parties, and dupes to men of like pad 
ſions with ourſelves rather than means of diſ- 
govering errors, and reſtoring primitive Chriſti 
© gnity. Upon the whole, I fee no reaſon why 
* you ſhauld not be admitted into the miniſtry 
os Jour qualifications in point of ham learn 
; ing 
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(37) 
ng, are well known to us, who were preſent at 


our examination in this college) What ſay you, 
ay Reverend brethren ? 


* They replied, That they were ſatisfied. Then the 
candidate was defired to kneel; and the three mini- 
ters laid their hands on him, and ſpoke to this effect. 


In the name of the Lord Jeſus. And, ac- 
cording to the practice of his apoſtles, and their 
f contempMes, We lay hands on you our bro- 
ther; whereby you are ordained or conſtituted 
2 PRESBYTER Or MINISTER in the caurchy 
Chriſt ; and impowered ta exerciſe every b 
of the. gaſpel miniſtry, whether © ordaining”, -. 
© overſeeing”, ruling', preaching', feeding 
the flock of Chriſt', © evangelizing*, baptiz- 
ing, breaking bread', or whatever elſe be- 
Jongs to the character And, O thou Head 
of the church !--- Vquchſafe, that what we now 
do on earth, may be approved and confirmed 
in heaven !--- Look down favourably on this 

thy ſervant, who on his bended knees dedicates 

himſelf to thee, and the ſervice of thy ſanctu- 
ary l- Accept of his devoted felt, and ſervices ! 
Leet this the laying on of our hands, which 

- ſeparates him from the people; and ranks him 
With them that miniſter to thee in ſacred things, 


* 
Be 


ot. 

The candidate's anſwer amounted to an aſſuranct, Ing. 
ſbat all theſe things ſhould be to him matters of ſol. oui 
xcitude and endeavours. 7 


There is a confeſſion of faith (adopted by the 
twenty nine Baptiſt churches which annually aſ- 
ſociate at Philadelphia) wherewith you and wel 
are well acquainted, We would know whether 
you receive that as a confeſſion of your faith ? | 


2. be candidate ſignified, that his ſenſe of divin ; 
Eings was expreſſed therein ; and that be received 
BD. the only human ſyſtem be approved. [ 


We do not mean by our queſtion, that you 
ſhould be bound to that ſyſtem; or any way 0 
abri ged of the rights of private judgment; and 8 
liberty of ſpeech ; for that is an unhappineſs at- 
tending human eſtabliſhments, in the Kingdom 
of Chriſt ; which eſtabliſhments have put a ſto 
to the reformation before it was perfected; and 
have made genius, learning, and induſtry che 
tools of parties, and dupes to men of like pal. f 
ſions with ourſelves; rather than means of diſ- 
covering errors, and reſtoring primitive Chriſti® 
anity. Upon the whole, I fee no reaſon why; 
ou ſhould not be admitted into the miniſtry; 
{for your qualifications in point of mo man learn: 
ing 


( 37 ) 
eng, are well known to us, who were preſent at 
Jour examination in this college) What ſay you, 
y Reverend brethren ? 


* They replied, That they were ſatisfied. Then the 
candidate was defired to kneel; and the three mini- 
ve fers laid their hands on him, and ſpoke to this effect. 


In the name of the Lord Jeſus. And, ac- 
* cording to the practice of his apoſtles, and their 
1 contempMfies, We lay hands on you our bro- 
ther; whereby you are ordained or conſtituted 
© a exESBYTER or MINISTER in the church, of 
S Chriſt; and impowered ta exerciſe every branch 
u of the gaſpel miniſtry, whether © ordaining”, 
> © overſeeing”, ruling', © preaching*, feeding 
the flock of Chriſt', © evangelizing*, © baptiz- 
ing*, breaking bread', or whatever elſe be- 
longs to the character And, O thou Head 
of the church !--- Vauchſafe, that what we now 
do on earth, may be approved and confirmed 
in heaven !--- Look down favourably on this 
thy ſervant, who on his bended knees dedicates 
himſelf to thee, and the ſervice of thy ſanctu- 
ary l- Accept of his devoted ſelf, and ſervices ! 
--- Let this the laying on of our hands, which 
ſeparates him from the people ; and ranks him 
- With them that miniſter to thee in ſacred things, 


f- wo 

(WW) . 5 
Be attended with a gritirof all that he wants A ( be 
Thit we wiſh him--- And that'thou haſt promi f 0 
ed to give towards fulfilling the miniſtry wit 
honour and ſucceſs ] Even ſo, Lord Jeſus. Amen * 
ly P 
it, 7 


O thou who art the door of the church . tic 
<< who openeft and no man fthutteth®} Opei * 
+6 this thy ſervant, who ſecketh, withy all good or 
ſepkerds, to enter by tlice into the fheepfold; 
and not to climb thereines any other way I. 
Thou that © clotheſt thy prieſts with ſalvation”, 
Sado him with that miniſtry by which it harh Nis 
tc pleaſedthee to ſave them that believe“! Thou 
whe haſt aſcended on high to receive gifts for 
men, Beſtow, by the laying on of the hahds of 
the preſbytery, all the gifts and graces which he, 
as a miniſter and 4 Chriſtian, ſtands in need of! 
Make him a poliſhed ſhaft in thine hand, that 
many, by his miniſtry, may be pricked in the 
heart with convictions of fin! And let the 
Lord God anoint him to heal the broken heart- 
ed. Add many ſeals to his miniſtry! And, at 
laſt, let him ſhine with thoſe, who have turned 
| many to righteouſriels. Amen! IN 


en the-Rev. Iſaac Eaton proyed to this fest. 


Tben the Rev. Samuel Stilnian, A. vl. prayed to 
This Fell. O moſh 


( 39 ) 
O moſt high, and mighty God Permit us; 
Ie beſeech thee, to repeat our requeſts. in be- 
f of this thy ſervant, whom we, in the moſt 
Piemn manner, ſet a part to the ſacred. offices 
et our united ſupplications reach thine. ear, 
{Lord God of ſabbaoth]! Indue him, we hum- 
iy pray thee, with the graces of thy Holy Spi- 
it, and every neceſſary and important qualifi- 
ation; whereby he may become. an able mini - 
er of the Goſpel, and may rightly divide the 
nord of truth! And now, by thine authority, 
ve ſend him forth: Be thou the guide of his 
youth ; and prepare. him for the various. viciſſi 
tudes. through which he will have to paſs.! May 
his life be a ſeries of benevolent and pioũis acti- 
ons; and his labour attended with a bleſſing from 
Jon high! And, when thou ſhalt remove him 
from this tranſitory ſcene of things, may he be 
enabled to ſay, © I have fought a good fight; I 
« have kept the faith; and receive the crown 
« of righteouſneſs, which thou, the righteous 
Judge, ſhalt give thy faithful ſervant at that 
day, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


1! 


| Then the miniſters withdrew their bands; and 
when the ordained per ſon roſe up, * ſalted bins 
in the following manner. 


We 


© 
Pe 4 


„ 


We honour ydu, *Sir, in the preſente of : 
che people ; hd give ſte t band of f. = 


 Hwſhip as a token of brotherhood, and congra —— 
*tblation and wil you fucceſs in your office 


wer to thoſe prayers which two of 
ave heartily agreed, upon earth”, 
bot oy __ wy | 'E 


De 


— Rev. Irie Raf wr to the pulpit J 
Hind when the charge, hereunto annexed as deli B 
vered;, and the 128 Hum, 1ſ book, of Dr. Watts, 
was ſung, be diſmiſſed the aſſembly ; who bad ſhown 
4 une mon attention, and pleaſithe, though they bad © 
Been detained tongs nd though the weutbir u. \ 
© 
ſ 
1 
4 4 * 


A CHARGE, 
Deliver'd at the ordination of the Rev. Samuel 
Jones, A. B. in the College of Philadelphia. 


By Is AAC EaToN, A. M. miniſter of the Baptiſt 
church at Hopewell, &c. 
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WW Hex mortals attempt to ſpeak or act in the 

immediate preſence of the heart-ſearching 
cop, what awe and reverence ſhould potleſs their 
ſpirits ? 


We have this day been called upon to tranſact 
ſome of the moſt ſolemn concerns; not only in 
attending the means of grace, in a common man- 
ner; but alſo in hearing ſome of the neceſſary 
qualifications of a u. miniſter clearly repre- 
ſented; and particularly, in ſetting apart our 
Reverend brother to the ſacred office of a miniſ- 
ter of CHRIST, by earneft prayer a and impoſition 


of hands. 


I 5 


(4+) 
We honour you, Sir, in the preſence of a 
the people; and give you the right hand of fe 
Towſhip as a token of brotherhood, and congra 
tulation; and wiſlr you fucceſs in your office 
and „ to thoſe prayers which © tivo or | 
three have heartily agreed, upon earth“, to 
put up 1 vou. | De 


M 


ben the Rev. Tai Eaton went to the pulpit! 
Hnd when the charge, hereunto annexed, was deli. B. 
vered; and the 128 hm, 1ſt boot, of br. mute, 
was ſung, be diſmiſſed the aſſembly ; who had ſhown 
_ *ancommon attention, and pleaſure, though they had) 
Been ditained long; and though the weather was 1 


4 OG | 


tba . 


0 


e r 
; 4 — * ph » #7. N 
wn, AA 


© © | END of the Naxzarive. ] 


A Cratct, 


| 
1:18: 


Deliver d at the ordination of the Rev. Samuel 
> Jones, A. B. in the College of Philadelphia. 


By Isaac EarTon, A. Mm. miniſter of the Baptiſt 
„ church at Hopewell, &c. 
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” Warn mortals attempt to ſpeak or act in the 
Y immediate preſence of the heart-ſearching 
1 cop, what awe and reverence ſhould poſleſs their 
$ ſpirits ? 
; We have this day been called upon to tranſact 
Tome of the moſt ſolemn concerns; not only in 
attending the means of grace, in a common man- 
ner; but alſo in hearing ſome of the neceſſary 
qualifications of a bo miniſter clearly repre- 
” ſented; and particularly, in ſetting apart our 
| Reverend brother to the ſacred office of a miniſ- 


ter of cun15T, by earneſt prayer and impoſition 
of hangs, 


E The 


bus = 


( 42 
The LORD OF LORDS, Whoſe goodneſs is infi. den 


nite, and power unbounded, hath, in mercy to his 
church, placed one watchman more on the walls 
of Zion; hath called one more to act in his name 
and by his authority, for the promotion of his 

glory and good of mankind. i 


T? o cloſe the work of this day, I am now to de- 
liver unto you, my brother, a charge relative to 
the office wherewith you are inveſted. 


Dear fir, in the name or our Lox, I bid 
you welcome into his delightful vineyard. I con- 


Suffer me now ſeriouſly to charge you, to be 
faithful in the following things. 


gratulate you, that, after proper ſtudy and prepa- jj 
ration, you are become a fellow-labourer, not t 
only with us, but with Jeſus Chriſt alſo. | 1 
'F 

. 


Make the word of God, contained in the old 
and new teftaments, the conſtant man of your 
counſel. This facred volume is not only able to 
make you wiſe unto ſalvation through faith in | 
Chriſt Jeſus, but completely to furniſh you for | 
every good word and work. Hence you may de- 
rive doctrine, reproof, and inſtruction in all your 
private ſtudies and public adminiſtrations ; evi- 


denced 


643) 

denced and confirmed by this, how will truth 
ſhine, coviction ſtrike the benighted minds of 
mankind, and conſolation flow into the diſtreſſed 


© ſoul ! In duly ſtudying and properly applying 
7 theſe ſacred weapons, under the divine influence, 


how will error flee away, and every thing that 
exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of the L1v- 


ix Gop be caſt down and abaſhed; and the 
ON ſtubborn wills of mankind, be led in willing 
ſuhjection. 2 


Strive, to underſtand theſe facred pages, ſtored 


2 with the beſt of treaſures ; and to enter into the 
© life and ſpirit, of theſe oxRacLes or Gop. Let 
2 theſe be the rule of all yourdoctrines and practice. 
To underſtand, and live agreeable to ſcripture, 
form a character worthy inen of the greateſt 
genius. 


Need I remind you of the neceſſity you will 
be under, frequently to apply to the throne of 
Grace--- A prayer-hearing God giveth liberally, 
and upbraideth not thoſe, who, ſenſible of their 
wants, humbly - aſk for Wiſdom. This is one 
excellent method to maintain that heavenly 
mindedneſs which is neceſſary for every mini- 


ſter of the goſpel What can more invigorate 
Your mind, when you are about to addreſs man- 


kind 


"2 0 
kind in the moſt ſerious manner, than to enterlſs re: 
upon the work immediately after an holy inter- All 
view with the father of ſpirits. —— ns, 

ind 
Prayer is the duty and privilege of Chrif- 
tians in general, but, in many reſpects, of aſh V 
miniſter in particular---In this duty they bear, hou 
the different caſes and circumſtances of thofe c 
under their care, to the good and great ſhep- 
herd of ſouls, who carryeth the lambs in his 
arms, and gently leadeth thoſe with young. 


Let a deep and ſolemn ſenſe of divine truth 
impreſs your ſpirits---Strive to maintain your 
eviderices, as to a ftate of grace, clear and com- 
fortable—-Meditate often on the awful realities of 
a future ſtate- Beware of pride, ſenfuality, and 
covetouſneſs, thoſe deſtructive preventatives of 
a ſpiritual progreſs- Take heed of popular ap- 
plauſes, leſt they betray you, and prove an im- P 
pediment to your advances as a Chriſtian ; and fi 
ſucceſs as a miniſter While in this body, you 
may expect to meet with many temptations, 
and be ſubject to many infirmities; you may be 
called upon to endure hardſhips, as a good ſol- 
dier of Jeſus Chriſt---Take care always that you 
be not led by the blind dictates of unruty paſ- 
fions, but by the deliberate and ſafe directions 


of 


( 43 ) 

FF reaſon--- A proper government of yourſelf 
.in lay a foundation for all your public relati- 
ns, and render all your connections with man- 
ind eaſy, profitable, and delightful. 


We charge you to take heed, not only to 
purſelf, but to your doctrine, that it may be 
ccording to ** Whatever you preach 
de well aſſured that it is contained in the word 
df God; and that all your inferences be natural 
and genuine 


Let the dignity, honors, offices and charac- 
ters of the mediator be frequently the ſubjects 
pf your diſcourſes--- Preſs the neceſſity of re- 
generation, ſanctification, and an holy life for 
the eternal comfort and happineſs of Men---- 


Let your preaching be diſtin, plain and 
pungent, that you may approve yourſelf in the 
ſight of God, and men alfo, a workman that 
* needeth not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
Cord of truth--- Feed the flock of God, tak- 
ing the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 
but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind; neither as lording it over God's 
S heritage ; but being an example to the flock”. . 


In 


646 


In the adminiſtration of ordinances, as to tl 
ſubjects and modes, adhere ſtrictly to the pa 
tern which is laid down in God's word--- 


A 


fu 
If at any time neceſſity calls for it, © contenhe 


« earneſtly for the faith once delivered to tha 
« ſaints--- Oppoſe gainſayers, and all ſuch, dfin t 
whatever name and character, as either rejeo t 
the truth, or take pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs- 
Exerciſe all meekneſs and gentleneſs towardfpre 
the weak---In a word, as you are now called tei 
Miniſter in holy things, attend diligently to al{hi 
the ſervices of the ſanctuary- As you are Ache 
ſhepherd, take heed to the flock, that wheifhe 
Chriſt, who is the great ſhepherd, ſhall appearſin 
you may have joy and praiſe before him--- 


As you are a watchman, be circumſpe& anuj 
diligent to warn ſinners, direct and encouragſ tb 
the weak and comfort the ſaints,---As a ſteward b 
you are entruſted with great and invaluablq a 
treaſures, the precious word of God, the gifts 1: 
of his holy Spirit, and a charge over the ſouls off © 
men; exert yourſelf, therefore, in improving 
the talents which God hath givenyou, that when 
you are called to give an account ot your ſtew⸗ 

ardſhip, 


Kn ae. fn, as 


©» mot IS < 


"Ty 1) 
hip, you may be able to ſay, here, Lord, 
thy talents with * 


2N 


And now, under the awful apprehenſions of 
future meeting before the auguſt tribunal of 
nShe ſupreme judge of heaven and earth, we 
Fharge you to be diligent, faithful and honeft 
Yn the diſcharge of the ſeveral duties, relative 
eFo this important office, which are, or ſhall be 
ade known unto you--- And this we doin 
Preſence of the eternal God; and of the Lord 
Heſus Chriſt, and the holy angels: and we call 
allthis aſſembly to witneſs, that you are bound br 
e moſt ſolemn obligations to devote yourſelf, 
elhenceforward, to the work and ſervice of God 
arJin his church. 


2 
— 


Finally, we would enforce theſe things 
upon your mind, by arguments drawn from 
che glorious perfections of God, his inflexi- 
al ble juſtice, unſpotted holineſs, eternal truth 
de and rich mercy ; from the nature of the ever- 
u laſting covenant of Grace; from the incarnati- 
off on of the ſon of God; from the holy life and 
gf bitter agonies of the mediator ; from the worth 
nf] and preciouſneſs of immortal ſouls ; from the 
| glorious reward of the faithful ſervants of 
»v| Chriſt, and the inſupportable puniſhment of 
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ven, and the horrors of hell- And that yr 
may be ſupported and have ſucceſs in this weigl 


—— 
, . —·- ww 
* 1 
by 
N , 


11 N 
the unprofitable ones; from the juſt Judy 
ment which Chriſt ſhall paſs upon the v 


at the laſt day; from the glories of he 


ty undertaking, we recommend you to t 
Lord, and to the word of his Grace; aſſurit 
you of our conſtant regard; and that our uy 
feigned deſires are, that the author of eveſ 
good and perfect gift may abundantly ſup ol 
vou with every neceſſary bleſſing; and 
God may enable us mutually to advance hi 
glory until our laſt breath. Amen. | 
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